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Where we are In the process
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3/2019: Reviewed by Board of Health & Select Board; however, pushed to 2020 to allow time for public hearings required 1
adoption of a bylaw.

5/2019: 2 petitioned articles: singlase plastic bags and singlee polystyrene food related products approved by Town
Meeting.

8/2019: Select Board bans use of town funds to buy siugle plastic bottles and distribution on Town property.
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12/2019: Finalized drafts reviewed by Town staff & Board of Health; posted online; letters to businesses; webpage created
public.

1/2020: Conservation revises draft bylaws based on feedback; additional Board of Health review; public Information Sessit



AWe are following through on two petitions
passed overwhelmingly at Town Meeting (264
VS. 22; 269 vs. 14).

AProhibited use of: (1) point of purchase single
use plastic bags and (2) polystyrene disposable
food service items, including straws, etas of
November 1, 2020
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AThe proposed bylaws are comprehensive and
enforceable.

A Select Board also requested a Bottle bylaw
proposal.
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tons of it.

A Only 9% has ever been recycled. Almost every bit of plastic every produced still exists on
the planet.

A About 6 billion pounds of plastic bottles get thrown away each year.

A Only 8% of all plastics every get recycled. Water bottles get recycled at 29%. Aluminum
cans at twice that rate.

A Plastic can only be recycled a couple of times before it is useless. Quality goes down each
time it is recycled.

stic takes less energy to produce a new bottle than aluminum but uses much more
PLASTIC FACTS ===
A

The oceans hold about 150 million tons of plastic.
A 9 million metric tons of plastic are added to the oceans every year.

A Manufacturers are producing 500,000 plastic beverage bottles an hour, mostly from virgin
plastics.

A It can take up to 1,000 times the energy to produce one bottle of water as it can to
produce a glass of tap water.

A Americans generate 10 million tons of plastic waste a year.

A Massachusetts residents use 2 billion plastic bags a year or about 1 bag per person per
day, or 250 bags per foot of our coastline per year.

A In 2018, the Eastham Transfer Station collected over 70 tons of plastics.



Plastic Bag Bans

A All 15 Cape towns have some form of plastic
bag regulations in place or in process.

A Eastham passed a plastic bag ban at the May
6, 2019 Town Meeting. The proposed bylaw
would set in place standards for replacement
bags and for enforcement.

A Massachusetts has more local bans than any
state except California.

A 135 communities in MA, 57% of the
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plastic shopping bags as of December :
2019. Bans are present all 14 counties |
the Commonwealth.




Polystyrene Bans

AProvincetown, Wellfleet, Orleans
and Dennis have bans in effect.

AEastham passed a ban by petition at
the May 6, 2019 town meeting and
now needs to pass a bylaw to make
It enforceable.

AThe Marine Hazards and Plastics
Bylaw would set standards for
replacement products and
enforcement.




Balloon Regulations

A Chatham, Provincetown, Orleans and Nantucket.

A Seven states and communities in four others
have balloon bans or regulations.
A California, Connecticut, Florida, New

Hampshire, New York, Tennessee, Virginia,
various communities in Rhode Island, North

Carolina, and Ohio.

A With this bylaw, Eastham would recognize the
impact balloons have on the animals that share

our oceans and natural resources.



